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2008 was a tough year and not just for stock brokers.   The season saw record highest fuel prices, 

continued high insurance, and lingering Katrina effects, but the NOBGFC fleet persevered and 

caught plenty of fish.  2009 is shaping up to be even better as fuel prices have moderated and I have 

heard from many old salts that are coming out of the bilge to fish again this season.   

The New Orleans Invitational Billfish Tourna-

ment was bigger than expected, drawing 

boats from Mobile to Grand Isle.  John Pas-

sentine on the First Choice took first place by 

tagging and blue marlin and a white marlin.  

Boyd Mothe’s Big Boyd placed second by 

tagging a big blue marlin early and beating 

John Garrity’s Brother In Law on time as they 

tagged a blue marlin also.   As always, the 

Invitational could not have been the surprise 

success without the help of Jim Hufft, Gino 

Rendeiro, Captain Ron’s cooking, and most 

importantly, Joe Yurt, the best weighmaster in 

the Gulf of Mexico.   

The Ladies Invitational, always a great 

time, turned out to be the high point in the 

season with a 50-boat turnout, big captain’s 

meeting send off, great weather, and excel-

lent awards party with a 10-piece band.  

The ladies always throw the best party and 

we are very grateful to Sally Sanders and 

her committee, including Leslie Willhoft, 

Laurie Pitalo, and Cindy McDermott from 

Mississippi Big Game Club for their hard 

work.  Missy Green on the Captain Hook 

was Top Angler with two blue marlin.  Tracy 

Autin on the Top Gun tagged a blue marlin 

for second place on time, beating Remy 

Cross on the Miss Remy with her tagged 

blue marlin.   

In an effort to keep a family focus in the 

club and get our children hooked on big 

game fishing, the board authorized our  

2008 Season is Over — Get ready for 2009! 
2009 Tournament 

Dates: 

• Memorial Day—May 
23rd — 24th 

• N.O. Invitational - 
June 12th — 13th 

• 4th of July Tourna-
ment —July 3rd- 4th  

• Ladies Tourna-
ment—July 17th, 
18th 

• Grand Isle Tarpon 
Rodeo — July 24th, 
25th 

• N.O. Youth Tourna-
ment — August 7th, 
8th 

• Last Tournament—
August 28th, 29th 
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2008 Annual Awards Banquet — Please come accept your awards, tell your fish sto-

ries, and cheer for your buddies on May 8th, 6:30pm at the Metairie Country Club  

2009 NOBGFC Things 
to Do: 

1. Pay your Dues 

2. Attend the Awards 
Banquet May 8th 

3. Fish the Tourna-
ments 

4. Get Involved 

5. Recruit New Mem-
bers 

Missy Green, accepting “The Chick of the Sea” 
award for Top Angler at the Ladies Invitational from 
Sally Sanders and her two bodyguards 

John Passentine and the First Choice crew take 
First Place at the 2008 Invitational Billfish Tour. 
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first New Orleans Big Game Youth Tournament.  Adult anglers received points for annual awards, but our youth anglers stole the 

show.  The Youth Tournament was a wonderful success and many future NOBGFC members caught and entered nice fish that made 

their parents very proud.   In fact, I listed the Youth Angler awards below, so that they can be present for their awards presen-
tation at the Annual Awards Banquet on May 8th at the Metairie Country Club, so please bring them along. 

Youth Tournament Awards 1st 
Tuna Robbert Green - 53# tuna on 50# - Captain Hook 
Wahoo Ryan Templet - 47# wahoo on 80#  - Brother in Law 
Dolphin Ryan Templet - 34# dolphin on 80# - Brother in Law 
  
 2nd 
Tuna Ryan Templet - 48# tuna on 50# - Brother in Law 
Wahoo Ryan Templet - 39# wahoo on 80# - Brother in Law 
Dolphin Makenzie Hester - 22# dolphin on 50# - Snafu 
  
 3rd 
Tuna Reese Simoneaux - 53# tuna on 80# - Bad Habit 
Dolphin Robbert Green - 20# dolphin on 50# - Captain Hook 

Some call her the Producer, some call her Captain Hook, but in 2008, they call her Top Boat.  Despite only fishing the last three tour-

naments, The Captain Hook caught up quickly, tagging two blue marlin to take first place in the Ladies Invitational and three blue mar-

lin in the Grand Isle Tournament to win that one as well.  Hopefully, we will see the Captain Hook back in Venice this season, but for 

now, she is vacationing in 

Guatemala.  The Bad 

Habit tagged two blue marlin 

and a sailfish during the hot 

bite at the Grand Isle Tourna-

ment to place second in an-

nual boat awards.  Tia II, a 

consistent top-5 boat year in 

and year out, placed third with 

a blue marlin and two white 

marlin.   Brother In Law 

tagged a blue marlin in the 

Invitational and the Lady Lab, 

captained by Jimmy Gele, 

tagged a blue marlin and two 

white marlin during Grand Isle 

to round out the Top-5 boats in the 2008 season.      

New Name, Same results—Bobby Green’s Captain Hook Takes 2008 Top Boat  

2008 Overall Boat Points 

1 Captain Hook 3989 

2 Bad Habit 1760 

3 Tia II 1552 

4 Brother in Law 1107 

5 Lady Lab 1069 

6 First Choice 1019 

7 Miss Mary 968 

8 Big Boyd 941 

9 Surprise 845 

10 Top Gun 789 

Fish The Invitational! We are hosting the Invitational at Cypress Cove Marina in Venice on June 12th and 13th.  The 

Captain’s meeting and seafood boil will be held on Thursday, June 11th at 5:30 pm in Cypress Cove with dinner served at 

5pm.  The format is catch and release billfish with a single 80# line class and video required of the tag in the billfish as proof 

legal release.  The entry fee is $1000 per boat and I hear there will be a calcutta.  The awards ceremony and dinner will be 

Saturday night at 7pm.  Boats do not need to leave Venice, but will have to weigh fish and present their video tapes at the 

weight in.  All interested parties can contact me at my office 504.582.2557 or my cell at 504.237.4030 or contact Gino 

Rendeiro at 504.529.5100.  Updates will be posted on our website at www.nobgfc.com.  Entry fees can be mailed to me at : 

Charlie Caplinger 1100 Poydras Street, Suite 3500, New Orleans, Louisiana 70163.   

Missy Green and the beautiful Captain Hook crew accept 
their Top Team award in the Ladies Tournament. 
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NOBGFC 2008 TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Memorial Day Tournament     Invitational Billfish Tournament 

1st Tia II       1st First Choice 

2nd Surprise      2nd Big Boyd 

        3rd Brother In Law 

4th of July Tournament      Ladies Invitational 

1st Lady Lab      1st Captain Hook 

2nd Miss Mary      2nd Top Gun 

        3rd Miss Remy 

Grand Isle Tournament      Labor Day Tournament 

1st Captain Hook      Weathered Out 

2nd Bad Habit 

3rd Done Deal 

Clubhouse Project Update — The board continues to evaluate options for a new clubhouse, from existing 

facilities in Venice to new construction.   The clubhouse in Cypress Cove has been postponed until we learn 

more about Plaquemines Parish’s efforts to rebuild Port Eads.  In the meantime, Parish President Billy 

Nungesser believes that federal funding is approved to rebuild Port Eads and the preliminary plans are on 

paper.  While rebuilding the marina infrastructure seems to be in the plans, rebuilding habitable facilities, like 

a clubhouse, will not be included.  Apparently, no federal funds will be available for habitable structures in the 

V-zone, outside of the levee system.  The plans are expected to bid this summer with construction completed 

as early as the summer of 2010.  Ideally for the club, a year round facility in Venice to start and conclude 

tournaments with a nice layover facility in Port Eads would be an optimal solution.  Hopefully, with the Parish 

successfully rebuilding the Port Eads Marina and an improving economy, we will revisit the Clubhouse Pro-

ject in Cypress Cove.  In order to succeed and provide a strong future for the club, a permanent clubhouse 

facility is mandatory and will need to be constructed sooner than later.                

Visit Our New Website at www.NOBGFC.com — Our website has been updated to include last year’s pic-

tures and we added a Club History section in the Photo Gallery to highlight and preserve our club’s roots.  

We are trying to use the website to get information to members, rather than send out expensive mailings.  

Please check it often for club and tournament info, including tournament rules and entry forms, membership 

applications, and schedules.  We welcome your info, photos, and stories, so please forward them to char-

liec@howardweil.com and I will have them posted.  Remember that this is your website, so any suggestions 

are welcomed.      



1100 Poydras Street 
Suite 3500 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70163 

Newsletter Contact Info: 
Charlie Caplinger 
Phone: 504.582.2557 
Fax: 504.582.2451 
E-mail: charliec@howardweil.com 

The New Orleans Big Game Fishing Club is a private 
club whose members share a passion for fishing the 
waters in the northern Gulf of Mexico in search of 
many species of billfish, tuna, wahoo, and dolphin. The 
NOBGFC prides itself in one of the highest catch and 
release ratios of similar such clubs, and our efforts over 
many years have been widely recognized in conserva-
tion circles for the collection of very valuable scientific 
data on many of these highly migratory species, espe-
cially regarding blue and white marlin. Our Club mem-
bers have enjoyed a rich 40 year history of fishing, fun, 
and friendships and we look forward to many more 
years of fish tales and fun beyond the waters of South 
Pass.  
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